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Rolison will support bipartisan
solutions in Poughkeepsie

As a Democrat, I am expecting the
next mayor of the City of Poughkeepsie
to be willing to listen to my concerns,
regardless of party label. The leader of
our city needs to focus on people in-
stead of politics in order to work with
the Common Council and turn Pough-
keepsie around. 

In this race for mayor, only one can-
didate has a clear record of working
across the aisle to support bipartisan
solutions: Rob Rolison. Rob has been
re-elected chairman of the county legis-
lature every year since 2010 with over-
whelming cross-party support. As a
member of the board of trustees at
Dutchess Community College and
chairman of the Hudson Valley Region-
al Council, he has demonstrated a clear
commitment to local higher education
and environmental protection. Rob will
return a youth center to Poughkeepsie
by the end of his first term, establish an
arts commission to advise and collab-
orate with city hall, and expand bike-
able and walkable options in order to
connect neighborhoods and provide
greater accessibility to public transit
stops. 

Our Democratic Congressman Sean
Patrick Maloney recently endorsed
Rob’s candidacy for mayor. Rep. Malo-
ney noted that Rob is the clear choice
for Democrats who are tired of politics
as usual and ready for real change:
safer streets, a responsive and respon-
sible city hall and an end to the cycle of
broken city finances. On Tuesday, Nov.
3, I encourage my fellow Democrats to
choose the clear choice to lead our city
forward, together. Vote Rob Rolison for
Poughkeepsie mayor. 

Anne Saylor 
Poughkeepsie

Tyner has a firm grasp on
economic, environmental issues 

We in Dutchess County have not
experienced the drought, wild fires and
land slides of California, nor the roiling
floods of the Carolinas and Texas. But
we should not therefore assume immu-
nity from the ravages of climate
change. A consequence of our growing
carbon footprint, it is causing much
loss of life, homes, wealth, community
and of any sense of security. 

We need to think globally, but act
locally. As Joel Tyner has both broad
vision and the ability to design a wide
range of local solutions that might help
us mitigate climate problems, I need
him to continue as my county legislator. 

His opponent wants to build a $200
million jail to house a burgeoning crim-
inal population. Mr. Traudt told my
husband that many of the new “crimi-
nals” are drug addicts. But psych-med
services and job creation programs,
perhaps involving infrastructure re-
newal, conservation and green jobs, as
Mr. Tyner suggests, would help save
this population from the hardening and
abuse that life in jail might inflict. And
it would help reduce our carbon foot-
print. 

I listened to both debates. Mr. Tyner
is innovative, his suggestions fresh,
wide-ranging, straightforward and
solidly based in common sense. We still
need him. 

Marcia Slatkin 
Rhinebeck

Perkins has kept watchful 
eye on county jail proposals 

As a resident of the Town of Pough-
keepsie, I looked on and scratched my
head in wonder as Dutchess County
began considering the relocation of the
county jail and the construction of an
expensive, new facility. 

Constantly rising taxes on my mind,
I was relieved to hear District 7 County
Legislator Rich Perkins asking the
tough questions that begged to be asked
as the scope and cost of this project
became public knowledge. Mr. Perkins
had a full and accurate understanding
of the tax burden that this would have
placed on residents of the Fairview
Fire District, the Hyde Park School
System and the Town of Poughkeepsie
in general. 

He did the research necessary to
fully understand the details of this
project and was practical and creative
in proposing alternatives, such as ex-
panding on adjacent property, that
would save millions of dollars for coun-
ty residents. Working effectively with
members of all political stripes, he
worked hard to reframe this project in
the interests of all involved. Dutchess
County needs Rich Perkins in the coun-
ty Legislature. 

Tom Sutherland 
Poughkeepsie

Advice on how to vote 
in the Town of Poughkeepsie 

The biggest complaint I heard as a
poll worker two years ago was that
most of the candidates on the ballot
were running unopposed. Well, another
local election cycle has come and the
Town of Poughkeepsie Democratic
Party is a no-show again. 

In 2011, when Lydia Biskup ran for
town council from the 6th Ward, every-
one thought she was a shoe-in. Biskup
was head of the fashion department at
Marist College, the chair of the town
GOP, and president of the Poughkeep-
sie Women’s Republican Club of Dutch-
ess County. Her leadership brought the
PWRC from a coffee-clutch of retirees
to a political and financial powerhouse. 

Yet, she lost the election to Ann Sher-
shin for no reason other than she was
the only Democrat on the ballot. Amer-
icans are naturally skeptical of one-
party rule, so when voters finally found
a contested race, they voted with their
instincts instead of the candidate’s
qualifications. 

The last time Democrats were in the
majority on the town board was 1999-
2000. It was such a disaster they didn’t
even nominate their incumbent su-
pervisor for reelection. Since then, they
have apparently given up and don’t
even bother fielding candidates for
most town offices. 

This year, if you are voting for a
candidate based on their party affili-
ation and you know nothing else about
them, you might want to consider that
one party has a track record of incom-
petence stretching back two decades. 

Don’t waste your vote on incompe-
tence. Vote Republican on Nov. 3. 

John Salem 
Poughkeepsie 

Amparo has served Wappinger
residents well as legislator 

I am writing in support of Dutchess
County Legislator Francena Amparo,
District 14. 

Before being placed into a high-risk
flood zone by the Federal Emergency
Management Agency in 2013, I had no
real interest in local politics. This new
mapping, however, included a manda-
tory insurance premium even though
my home does not border any water
and FEMA has never been to my neigh-
borhood to actually view the area. 

Luckily, Legislator Amparo under-
stood the unfairness of this to me, as
well more than 200 other Wappinger
residents. She organized meetings,
attended town and resident gatherings
and spent hours following up on all
possible assistance. Due to her efforts
and those of U.S. Rep. Sean Patrick
Maloney, my town has unanimously
agreed to apply for a letter of map revi-
sion for my neighborhood. 

We already have heard that five out
of seven of our homes have been re-
moved from the costly floodplain. Am-
paro’s work ethic and concern for resi-
dents has saved thousands of dollars
for those who were removed, and
gained many back the equity in their
homes. Thank goodness there are poli-
ticians like Francena Amparo out there
who genuinely care about fairness for
absolute strangers in Wappinger. 

Francena was a stranger not long
ago, but is now a friend and hero to
myself and many others. She attends
every local event possible and has
boundless energy. She has definitely
earned my vote for District 14 county
legislator. 

Elizabeth Satterlee 
Wappingers Falls

Letter writer shares thoughts
on Beekman elections 

I would like to share my views with
Beekman voters with respect to the
Nov. 3 general election. 

First, I urge voters to reelect Ra-
chael Rancourt as Beekman’s town
clerk. She is always friendly, efficient
and helpful. No one could do the job
better. 

I also urge voters to support the
Beekman Library proposition. Public
libraries are wonderful democratic
institutions, allowing everyone free
opportunities to enter into the precious
world of books. In Beekman, the library
also serves as a kind of town commons.
The proposition will enable the library
to maintain its hours and programs
while costing the average taxpayer
about 25 cents a month. 

I am a Democrat who puts a premi-
um on the protection of animals, nature
and advocates for the disenfranchised
and working class. But in the upcoming
election, the Beekman Democratic
Party supports candidates for supervi-
sor and town board without a consistent
regard for these priorities. 

I therefore hope that like-minded
Democrats will resist a temptation to
vote for Democrats as a slate and will,
instead, pick candidates as individuals. 

Ellen F. Crain 
Poughquag

Council candidates’ forum
helped residents gain insights 

On Oct. 22, nearly 100 people came to
a candidates forum held at the Family
Partnership Center, Poughkeepsie. This
was the only forum featuring the candi-
dates from both political parties who
are running for City of Poughkeepsie
Common Council. 

As such, it was an important oppor-
tunity for voters to become informed of
candidates’ views on a range of issues
— from transportation, economic op-
portunity and food insecurity to public
safety and open space. 

Six community organizations hosted
the forum — Northern Dutchess Chap-
ter of the NAACP, Beulah Baptist Social
Action Ministry, Poughkeepsie Plenty,
Family Services, Zeta Phi Beta Sorority
– Iota Pi Zeta Chapter and Mid-Hudson
Valley Alumnae Chapter of Delta Sigma
Theta Sorority. At the forum, Pough-
keepsie Plenty distributed candidates’
responses to survey questions related
to living wages, food and transportation
access (also available on
www.pougkeepsieplenty.org). 

Thanks to those who organized the
event, and to John Penney, engagement
editor at the Poughkeepsie Journal, for
serving as moderator. The Journal is to
be commended for its proactive role
this election season in ensuring that
residents have access to the informa-
tion we need to make informed deci-
sions about which candidates are best
positioned to move our communities
forward. 

Don’t forget to make your voice
heard on Tuesday, Nov. 3! 

Susan Grove 
Poughkeepsie Plenty

Candidate endorsements keeping rolling in 
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Voters will be heading to the polls on Tuesday and casting their ballot in a variety of races.

See coverage online
For full election coverage, go to http://
pojonews.co/elect15

It had nothing to do
with race.

So said Sheriff Leon
Lott, last week, in dis-
cussing a violent arrest
by one of his officers, a
white deputy named Ben
Fields, of a black female

student at Spring Valley High in Rich-
land County, South Carolina. Fields, a
school resource officer, was called in
when the girl reportedly ignored a
teacher’s instruction to stop using her
cellphone and leave the classroom. He
ended up overturning her desk and
slinging her across the floor like a
sandbag or a sack of dog food.

His actions, caught on cellphone
video, have detonated social media,
many observers expressing visceral
fury over this treatment of a black
child. But Lott, who later fired his dep-
uty, said he doesn’t think Fields acted
from racial prejudice because he has
an African-American girlfriend.

It is a statement of earnest, stagger-
ing obtuseness that sheds no light on

the officer’s overreaction, but reveals
with stark clarity the simplistic way
many of us perceive the all-American
conundrum of race. Granted, it is not
inconceivable that a white girl could
have been subjected to the same brutal-
ity in a similar situation. But it is a
matter of statistical fact that it’s more
likely to happen to a child of color.

Multiple studies have shown that
those kids are subjected to harsher
discipline in school than their white
classmates. 

Indeed, numbers released last year
by the federal government show that
this begins in preschool where the “stu-
dents” are little more than toddlers, yet
black kids, who account for 18 percent
of the population, get 42 percent of the
suspensions.

Nothing to do with race?
The people who habitually say that

operate under the misapprehension
that racial bias requires intent or
awareness and that it leaves obvious
evidence of itself: a tendency toward
racist comments, let’s say, or member-
ship in the Ku Klux Klan. In that world-
view, racial bias is incompatible with
having a black girlfriend.

But that worldview is naive. Bias is
frequently subterranean, something
you carry without meaning to or know-
ing you do. 

In a country that has used every
outlet of media, religion, education,
politics, law and science for over two
centuries to drive home that black is
threatening, black is inferior, black is
bad, it is entirely possible Fields could
have acted from unconscious racial
bias and yet had a black girlfriend. 

For that matter, he could have acted
from unconscious racial bias and had a
black face; African-American people
are no more immune to the drumbeat of
negativity surrounding them than is
anyone else.

So “nothing to do with race” is a
reflexive copout many of us embrace
against all reason because to do other-
wise is to face a mirror whose reflec-
tion does not flatter. Which is why the
usual suspects — Steve Doocy, Mark
Fuhrman, Glenn Beck and etcetera —
have attempted to fix the blame for
what happened here on the girl.

Let’s be very clear in response. It
doesn’t matter if she was disruptive. It
doesn’t matter if she was disobedient. It

doesn’t matter if she was disrespectful.
Those things justify discipline, but they
emphatically do not justify this child
being lifted and flung by a grown man
as if she were an inanimate object. If
she were white, that would likely go
without saying.

One is reminded of all the other
African Americans we have seen in just
the last few years brutalized and even
killed for no good reason.

One is reminded of Trayvon Martin
and Walter Scott and Eric Garner and
Charnesia Corley and Oscar Grant and
Tamir Rice and Sean Bell and Levar
Jones and more names than this column
has space to hold, more blood than con-
science can contain. 

And how many times have we been
offered the same simplistic assurance
in response?

This had nothing to do with race,
they say.

Of course not. It never does.

Leonard Pitts Jr. is a columnist for the
Miami Herald. Write to him in care of
the Miami Herald, 1 Herald Plaza, Mi-
ami, FL 33132, or via email at
lpitts@herald.com.
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