
with Eberhard for 12 years.
According to Journal archives, Eberhard was for-

merly a part-time deputy with the Dutchess County
Sheriff’s Office, before resigning in July 2014, and a
part-timeMarlborough police officer.

Simpfenderfer, 25, was a 2008RoyC.KetchamHigh
School graduate, according to Journal archives. She
was an ultrasound technician forMount KiscoMedical
Group, Simpfenderfer’s childhood friend Bernadette
Cillo said.

Preliminary investigation has shown that a 2011
BMW motorcycle, driven by Eberhard, was traveling
on South Avenue near Plass Road when he lost control
on a sharp curve, according to the sheriff’s office. The
motorcycle left the roadway and struck a tree.

Eberhard and Simpfenderfer, the passenger, were
wearing helmets, police said.

“At this time, unsafe speed is thought to be the pri-
mary contributing factor,” the sheriff’s office said in a
news release.

Eberhard was pronounced dead at the scene, and
Simpfenderfer was pronounced dead at Mid-Hudson
Regional Hospital.

A smallmemorial has been set up in Pleasant Valley
where Freedom Road and Plass Road meet. On Face-
book, friends posted pictures of the two on amemorial
page.

Also posted on the page is information about the fu-
neral services for Simpfenderfer, which will be held
Sept. 2 at the Calvary Chapel Hudson Valley in Pough-
keepsie. The wake will be held 4 p.m. to 7 p.m., with a
memorial service following.

Because of Simpfenderfer’s “love for animals and
herhugeheart for thehomeless,” her family is request-
ing in lieu of flowers donations be made in honor of
Simpfenderfer to either the Dutchess County SPCA or
the Dutchess County Lunchbox, according to the post.

Funeral arrangements for Eberhard have not yet
been finalized, Cillo said.

Amanda J. Purcell: apurcell@poughkeepsiejour-
nal.com; 845-437-4807; Facebook.com/pojopurcell;
Twitter: @amandajpurcell
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Alysha Simpfenderfer and Fred Eberhard.
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miscellaneous expenses related to the massive man-
hunt, including $471,342 for services, $263,768 for sup-
plies, $178,175 for meals and $141,769 in travel costs.

The top-line accounting summary was obtained by
Gannett’s Albany Bureau through a Freedom of Infor-
mation Law request. It does not include expenses in-
curred by other agencies integral to the search, includ-
ing State Police, where overtime in June and July
jumpedby$10.6millionover the sameperiod theprevi-
ous year.

The corrections department did not return requests
for comment Monday.

In a statement last month, State Police spokesman
Beau Duffy said the state “had the responsibility of
tracking down two convicted and dangerous murder-

ers while protecting the public.”
“The agencies deployed the resources necessary

toget the jobdone,andasaresult,both inmateswere
caught and not one member of the public or law en-
forcement was harmed,” Duffy said.

Matt, 49, and Sweat, 35, were discoveredmissing
from the Clinton Correctional Facility in northern
NewYorkonJune6afterusingsmuggled tools tocut
through their cells andmake theirway through a se-
ries of pipes to a nearby manhole.

Both had previously been convicted of murder,
with Sweat serving a life-without-parole sentence
for the brutal 2002 killing of Broome County sheriff
deputy Kevin Tarsia in a town of Kirkwood park.

Sweat, who is being kept in solitary confinement
at the Five Points Correctional Facility in Seneca
County, was indicted last month on escape related
charges.

The search appears to have cost state taxpayers
at least $1million a day in overtime costs alone, ac-
cording to state figures, with the ancillary costs
pushing the price tag up further.

Federal agencies, including the U.S. Border Pa-
trol andCustoms, also assistedwith the search, with
a federal agent firing the shots that killed Matt. A
State Police trooper shot and wounded Sweat, who
survived.

The figures provided by the Department of Cor-
rections and Community Supervision include costs
paid out through last Friday and additional bills
could still roll in, according to the agency. Similar
FOILrequestsarependingwithStatePoliceandoth-
er agencies involved in the search.

“The Department notes that additional invoices
may be received at a later date,” Danielle Barone,
the corrections department’s associate counsel,
wrote in a letter accompanying the cost figures.

Jon Campbell: JCAMPBELL1@gannett.com;
Twitter: @JonCampbellGAN
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tions. The forum is being sponsored by Poughkeepsie
Galleria, An’tyrice Salon& Spa, LCSCompanies, PVE
Sheffler and S&O Construction.

On Monday, Rolison and Tierney laid out their vi-
sions for the city’s future.

The formerpoliceofficersboth said they’ll aggres-
sively address the city’s crimeproblemwith avariety
ofmeasures, includingtryingto implementcommuni-
ty policing practices with a decreased staff.

Citypolice“needtoknowtheirmayorbacks them,”
by making sure they have working equipment and a
full staff, Rolison said.He alsowants the county to set
up surveillance cameras on its downtownPoughkeep-
sie-based buildings.

Tierney said the city must set priorities to target,
among them,gangandgunviolence, anddrugcrimes.
“There has to be a go-get-em squad ... a group of ded-
icatedmen andwomen”who address those top priori-
ties. People are “staying away fromPoughkeepsie be-
cause of the violence.”

The financially-strapped city doesn’t have extra
funds for new hires.

Tierney said the city might already have employ-
eeswith “existing expertise”who aren’t being used to
their full potential.

Rolison said department workforceswouldn’t nec-
essarily need to be realigned, though consolidation
might work in some areas. A “comprehensive” analy-
sis of the workforce could help determine if non-gov-
ernment employees could fill in spots to ease the bur-
den of overworked departments.

Bothmen said the city needs a full-timegrantwrit-
er, which it doesn’t currently have.

The Poughkeepsie Plenty Food Coalition, a group
thataims toaddress food issues in thecity,hadmayor-
al candidates answer a detailed questionnaire.

“Morethanone infourhouseholds inPoughkeepsie
struggle to get enough healthy food to eat,” group
members wrote in a Journal editorial. “To make
Poughkeepsie a hunger-free city, we must come to-
gether as a community. That iswhyweareworking to
make healthy food access an election-year issue for
candidates running for city-wide office.”

Rolison said the mayor should help by promoting
Poughkeepsie Plenty’s goals and initiatives.

Tierney,who saidhe can’t find freshproduce in the
multiple bodegas lining the street, wants “smarter
zoning laws” for Main Street, and may want to limit
“the number of bodegas ... all selling the same thing.”

The candidates disagree on the expansion of the
overcrowdedDutchess County Jail, which started re-
cently with temporary “pods” to hold inmates at the
Poughkeepsie-based jail.

Housing local inmates in out-of-county jails has
cost more than $8.4 million a year, County Executive
MarcMolinaro has said.

Expanding the jail in the city could help savemon-
ey for the county, improve services for inmates and
streamline judicial services by providing access to
the court system, county officials, including Rolison,
have said.

“If we truly need a new jail, then it shouldn’t be
built in the city,” Tierney said. “Put it out somewhere
onfarmlandout in thecounty.Onceagainwe’re taking
propertyoff the taxrolls ... and this isgoing tobecome
a jewel of the city? I oppose the jail, I oppose the loca-
tion of the jail. I don’t think they’re going to save as
much as they think they’re going to save.”

Both candidates said the city administrator role
would be among the most important to fill.

Rolison said he would launch an extensive search
for the right candidates.

Tierney said he has already picked the city admin-
istrator and the finance commissioner he would ap-
point, but declined to name either of them.

The Journal will hold an editorial board with the
four Democratic candidates on Thursday at 2 p.m.
While those meetings are not open to the public, the
Journal will carry them live on our website andmake
them available for replay.

Nina Schutzman: nschutzman@poughkeepsiejour-
nal.com, 845-451-4518 Twitter: @pojonschutzman
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"More than one in four households in
Poughkeepsie struggle to get enough healthy food
to eat."

POUGHKEEPSIE PLENTY FOOD COALITION


