
Should the City of Poughkeepsie’s
next mayor be an experienced politi-
cian or someone new to the scene?

The two Republican candidates
vying for the role, Rob Rolison and
Jere Tierney, debated this, as well as
other topics such as curbing crime
and expanding Dutchess County Jail,
during a Journal Editorial Board ses-
sion Monday.

City mayor is “not an entry-level
job,” saidRolison,who is chairman of
the Dutchess County Legislature and
a retired Town of Poughkeepsie po-
lice detective. “Our city needs some-
one with the ability to be mayor on
day one. We’re in crisis.”

But Tierney, a retired City of
Poughkeepsie police detective, said
the city needs a leader, not a “politi-

cian ... beholden to” party politics.
“My lack of experience opens me up
tonewideas,newrelationships ...peo-
ple want a change.”

Thenextmayor has plenty of chal-
lenges ahead, including interlinked
issues such as crime, revitalization
and economic development.

As the Sept. 10 primary election
approaches, there are six candidates
in the running—the twoRepublicans
and four Democrats, Lance Hardy,
Randy Johnson, Ken Levinson and
Robert Mallory Jr.

All six will share their views on
city issues at a forum today, Tuesday,
from6 to9p.m.The forum, organized
by the Poughkeepsie Journal and
Dutchess County Regional Chamber
of Commerce, will also give locals a
chance to ask the candidates ques-
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The Republican mayoral candidates. From left to right: Jere Tierney and Rob Rolison.

GOP CANDIDATES
DEBATE ISSUES

Two City of Poughkeepsie mayoral hopefuls discuss

experience, crime and jail locations, among other things

More information

For questions about registration, call the
Chamber at 845-454-1700, Ext. 1000. Other
questions about the forum can be directed
to the Journal at 845-451-4508.

Questions to the candidates

Can be submitted in advance to pje-
vents@poughkeepsiejournal.com and
must include the person's name, home-
town and telephone number for ver-
ification purposes.

Fading light
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at twilight, Picture Our Valley, 4A
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ALBANY —New York’s prison system
doled outmore than $1million formeals,
travel and other related costs associated
with the three-week search for a pair of
inmates who escaped from a maximum-
security prison.

The state Department of Corrections
and Community Supervision spent a to-
tal of $12.6 million on the search for Da-
vid Sweat and Richard Matt, which end-
ed in late June after Matt was killed and
Sweat was shot and re-captured.

The bulk of that cost — about $11.6
million—went towardovertimeforpris-
on personnel, which had been revealed
by the state Comptroller’s Office last
month.

Theremaining$1millionwent toward

Prisoner
search
cost NY
millions
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New York corrections officers searched in
June for escaped convicts Richard Matt and
David Sweat in Friendship.
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See SEARCH, Page 2A

MAYORAL PRIMARY

Editorial boards

The Democratic candidates will meet with
the Poughkeepsie Journal editorial board
at 2 p.m. Thursday. While the meeting is
not open to the public, the Journal will
carry it live on our website and make it
available for replay. The Journal also will
be asking some of the submitted ques-
tions from the public at the editorial
board meetings.
For a replay of Monday's edit board meet-
ing with the Republican candidates, go to
www.poughkeepsiejournal.com
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Watch live or online tonight
Free city mayoral candidate forum: 6–9 p.m. at the Poughkeepsie High School

Auditorium. Register at www.dcrcoc.org.

Live stream at www.poughkeepsiejournal.com

Unsafe speed is believed to be the
“primary contributing factor” in a mo-
torcycle accident that claimed the lives
of a Poughkeepsie man and woman Sat-
urday night, according to the Dutchess
County Sheriff’s Office.

On Monday, police identified the vic-
tims as Alysha Simpfenderfer and Fred
Eberhard,whodiedaftera single-motor-
cycle crash on South Avenue in Pleasant
Valley at 7:30 p.m.

Eberhard, 25, graduated fromArling-
ton High School in 2007, according to
JustinRipo,whosaidhehasbeenfriends

Motorcycle
crash victims
remembered

"At this time, unsafe speed is

thought to be the primary

contributing factor."
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See CRASH, Page 2A
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The next mayor has plenty of challenges ahead,

including interlinked issues such as crime, revitalization

and economic development.


