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For too long, the former
and historic Hudson Riv-
er Psychiatric Center
and its prime grounds

have been dormant. Several
promising proposals have
come and gone and, while the
state was able to part with the
property years ago, the com-
munity has seen virtually no
benefit.

But anyone passing by this
property off Route 9 in the
Town of Poughkeepsie knows
there is great potential here,
likely for a mixed-use devel-
opment of businesses and resi-
dences. And the public will get
a chance to hear more about
this at a hearing Wednesday
night and should make the
most of the opportunity.

In 2005, the state parted
with the property for $2.75
million, but the recession
stalled any private develop-
ment plans for nearly a dec-
ade. Developers have now
emerged with a $200 million
“Hudson Heritage” proposal,
the idea being to demolish

buildings on the sprawling site
that features sweeping views
of the Hudson River and build
hundreds of apartments, town-
houses and homes as well as a
shopping plaza.

But, in a particularly prom-
ising feature, the developers
may also re-use the historic
former administration building
by converting it into a hotel, in
addition to renovating several
other buildings. They also in-
tend to preserve the 18-acre
great lawn and include pub-
licly accessible trails. No won-
der. The lands were land-
scaped by Frederick Law Olm-
sted and Calvert Vaux, design-
ers of Central Park in New
York City, and still provide a
magnificent setting.

Wednesday’s so-called
“scoping session” will address
the potential impacts the pro-
ject could have, including on
traffic and public services. But
whatever possible negative
consequences the development
might have, it must be weighed
against the significant positive

ones. For starters, the site is an
ideal place for development
and would not be carving up
more farmland or open space.
For another, the state has left
the grounds in terrible shape,
most notably with the need for
extensive and expensive envi-
ronmental clean-up work that
the developers would have to
address.

While many details must
emerge, this redevelopment
holds promise and has been a
long time coming.

What’s next

In person, public hearing,
sometime after 7 p.m. Wednes-
day, Aug. 19, Poughkeepsie
Town Hall, 1 Overocker Rd.

The record remains open for
written comments on the pro-
posed scope of review through
4 p.m. Aug. 31 either by email
to fsalvatore@townofpough-
keepsie-ny.gov or by mail to
Town Clerk, Poughkeepsie
Town Hall, 1 Overocker Rd.,
Poughkeepsie, NY12603.

Hudson Heritage projects holds much promise
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Developers who own the former Hudson River Psychiatric
Center in the Town of Poughkeepsie are proposing to
build a major commercial and residential complex on the
156-acre site.

Editorial

Palestinians were Arabs
forsaken by own brethren

Gregory DeSylva’s letter (“A per-
spective on Israeli history and the Holy
Land,” Poughkeepsie Journal, July 14)
is one of his periodic and inaccurate
attacks on Israel, this one claiming the
ethnic cleansing of the Arab population.
Yet 20 percent of Israel’s population,
which enjoys full citizenship, including
voting rights, is Arab.

In 1948, about 600,000 Arabs were
encouraged by their leaders to leave
the new nation of Israel so the Arab
armies of five nations could commit
genocide against the Jewish population.
Mr. DeSylva would never mention the
more than 850,000 Jews who were eth-
nically cleansed from Arab nations
after the creation of Israel. These Ar-
abs, now called Palestinians, became
refugees because no Arab nation other
than Jordan would accept them as citi-
zens, while the Jews were absorbed by
Israel.

New nations and wars have often
ended with population shifts. The cre-
ation of Pakistan caused over 14 million
Hindus, Sikhs andMuslims to be dis-
placed in the largest mass migration in
human history. In the 1930s about 1.5
million Christians and half a million
Muslims were exchanged between
Greece and Turkey. The Bangladesh
War of Independence of 1971 caused
around 10 million Bengalis, mainly
Hindus, to flee the country.

Had the Arab nations welcomed
their “Arab brothers” to become citi-
zens of their nations, as in other pop-
ulation shifts, there would be no Pales-
tinians, or Palestinian refugees.

Mr. DeSylva could become a force
for peace if he were to encourage the
Palestinian leadership to give up its
goal to ethnically cleanse Israel of
Jews, and to support a two-state solu-
tion, as the majority of Israelis do.

Tariq Hamsa
Wappingers Falls

Allegations about Clinton are
filled with innuendo

This is in response to Jonah Gold-
berg’s commentary of Aug. 6 in which
he talks about Hillary Clinton’s dual use
of her email server when she was sec-
retary of state, (“Are you really ready
for Hillary’s appalling actions?”)

His use of terms such as, “impropri-
ety” and “appalling behavior” are un-
called for, because what she did was
legal when it was done.

He mentions her unsecured email
server, if it truly was, it could not have
been any more vulnerable than those
supposedly — secure government com-
puter sites that have been hacked.

Mr. Goldberg writes, she should
have known it was a terrible, no good,
horrible idea.

When Jonah Goldberg wrote his
inane commentary with its petty innu-
endos and biased opinions, he should
have known it was a terrible, no good,
horrible idea.

Joan W. Furman
Wappingers Falls

Alzheimer’s group benefits
from food truck festival

Keep on truckin’. I’m thrilled to
announce that the Alzheimer’s Associa-
tion, Hudson Valley Chapter, has be-
come the beneficiary of the proceeds
from the Aug. 2 Hyde Park Food Truck
Festival.

The event, which took place on the
corner of Route 9 on Albany Post Road
and East Market Street, was a wonder-
ful way for the association to reach out
to the community and to educate the
public about the much-needed pro-
grams and services we provide.

As vice president of programs and
services for the chapter, I’m enormous-
ly grateful to those who organized this
event and who chose the Alzheimer’s
Association as the recipient of the
funds that were raised.

I’d like to extend special thanks to
Gloria and Duane O’Hearn, Dot and
Paul Chenevert, and RichardWambach.
If you were unable to attend the Aug. 2
festival but would like to learn more
about the Alzheimer’s Association,
please give us a call at 800-272-3900 or
visit www.alz.org/hudsonvalley.

Meg Boyce
Vice President, Programs and Services

Alzheimer’s Association, Hudson Valley Chapter
Poughkeepsie

Sanctions are still the best
option for dealing with Iran

The Obama/Kerry proposal for Iran
replaces an excellent, functioning plan
known as sanctions. Sanctions are non-
lethal. The fact is that each effort to
intensify the sanctions for years was
blocked by President Barack Obama.
Now an arms race begins. Millions will
die. Give Obama the Neville Chamber-
lain Award.

Paul Nathe
New Paltz

Journal to meet with Gibson;
submit your questions

The Poughkeepsie Journal will meet
with U.S. Rep. Chris Gibson, R-Kinder-
hook, at 3:30 p.m. Thursday. Gibson was
re-elected in November and subse-
quently announced he will not be seek-
ing another term. He is considering a
gubernatorial run in 2018. If you have a
question for the congressman, send it
to pjevents@poughkeepsiejournal.com
and include your name, hometown and
telephone number.

Chris Gibson

Letters

It’s an important moment for Pough-
keepsie. In September, we will choose
candidates for mayor and Common
Council. In November, we will elect our
representatives. The people we choose
will shape policies and efforts that in
turn shape possibilities and outcomes
for our community.

Poughkeepsie Plenty is focused on
one of our city’s pressing issues. More
than one in four households in Pough-
keepsie struggle to get enough healthy
food to eat. One in ten suffer from hun-
ger. To make Poughkeepsie a hunger-
free city, we must come together as a
community. That is why we are work-
ing to make healthy food access an
election-year issue for candidates run-
ning for city-wide office.

Poughkeepsie Plenty has been en-
gaged with the community in a process
to identify wider root causes of food
insecurity and the doable local policy

changes that can ad-
dress it. We’ve created a
survey to learn candi-
dates’ stances on key
issues related to food
insecurity. Issues in-
clude a lack of adequate

transportation, living wage employ-
mentand walking access to grocery
stores selling affordable, healthy food.

Our elected officials have the oppor-
tunity to enact a food security resolu-
tion and to support the Poughkeepsie
Plenty FreshMarket, a mobile fresh
produce store selling affordable items
at several sites in the city. We have
distributed the survey to all mayoral
and Common Council candidates. A list
of who responded, and their responses,

will be shared with the
public before the Sept. 10
primary. Sharing informa-
tion about how candidates
intend to address these
issues will help us elect
leaders who take food
insecurity and other press-

ing community issues seriously.
As members of Poughkeepsie Plen-

ty’s grassroots network, we believe that
food is a human right and hunger and
food insecurity affects everyone in our
city, whether or not they have enough
to eat. It is important that candidates
hear from us that food insecurity and
the root causes of hunger are real prior-
ities they must act on while in office.

Join us in encouraging candidates to
complete our survey by Aug. 24 to

share their ideas for addressing press-
ing community issues. Find the survey
results on Sept.1 on poughkeepsieplen-
ty.org (where you can sign up for our
email list and find links to the City of
Poughkeepsie WardMap and a list of
the candidates). Use the information to
help you decide who to vote for in the
Sept.10 primary, and again at the Nov. 3
general election.

Let’s make the most of this moment
for change in our city.

Michael Ackerbauer, a member of
the Poughkeepsie Plenty Food Coalition
core leadership team, is a 20-year resi-
dent of the city of Poughkeepsie and
lives in the 8th ward. Susan Grove,
co-convener of the Poughkeepsie Plenty
Food Coalition, is an 8-year resident of
the City of Poughkeepsie and lives in
the 1st ward.
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