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When it comes to allowing
people to use marijuana
in a well-regulated,
legal way to ease in-

credible physical pains, Gov. An-
drew Cuomo apparently intends to
do the very least.

He has put forth a limited initia-
tive to authorize medical marijuana
for patients at 20 hospitals, recog-
nizing it could relieve suffering for
New Yorkers with cancer, glaucoma
and other serious illnesses.

But many advocates question,
and correctly so, why the state
shouldn’t go further. About 20
states have medical marijuana
laws. Indeed, both Colorado and
Washington have gone as far as to
legalize the use of marijuana for
recreational purposes, yet New
York has not been able to bring it-

self to allow its use under a doctor’s
prescription.

Cuomo wants to legalize medical
marijuana through an executive
order, saying having the state De-
partment of Health oversee the
programwould allow the state to
quickly make any changes if there
are problems.

But many other states have im-
plemented broader medical mari-
juana programs for years without
much difficulty; New York should
be able to so as well.

For instance, Assembly Health
Committee Chairman Richard Gott-
fried, D-Manhattan, has sponsored
medical marijuana legislation that
would be broader though still well-
regulated. It would require medical
marijuana to be prescribed only by
doctors and be part of the state’s

prescription monitoring system.
While some— including state

Sen. Liz Krueger, D-Manhattan —
would legalize marijuana for recre-
ational use and treat it similar to
alcohol in terms of regulation and
taxes, the Cuomo administration
has called that a “non-starter.” In-
deed, there doesn’t seem to major-
ity support for such an idea, espe-
cially in the Republican-controlled
Senate. Perhaps attitudes will
change one day, once more informa-
tion is known about how legalization
is working in the states that are
allowing its recreational use. For
now, resistance is understandable.

But that doesn’t mean patients
have to suffer needlessly. Used in
limited cases, medicinal marijuana
has proven an effective way to give
some level of comfort to cancer and

AIDS patients and others are on the
verge of what oftentimes are ex-
tremely painful deaths. National
polls have shown a great majority
of Americans favor doctor-ap-
proved medicinal use of marijuana,
and polls of New Yorkers have elic-
ited similar results.

While the governor’s plan would
be a long-overdue first step, the
state Legislature shouldn’t be
afraid to try to one-better it.

Time’s right for medical marijuana in N.Y.

SEND US YOUR VIEWS
Do you think New York should allow medical
marijuana in some capacity? How so? How far
would you go in lifting the restricting against
marijuana use? Write a letter to the editor or
use the Facebook comment section under this
editorial at www.poughkeepsiejournal.com/
opinion.

Editorial

Editorial about closure
of Wassaic ‘insensitive’

This is in response to the
completely insensitive and
inaccurate Journal Pough-
keepsie editorial concerning
the closing of Wassaic (“Was-
saic closing will end big
chapter” Dec. 15). Wassaic,
now called Taconic DDSO,
once housed and provided for
the physical, emotional and
behavioral well-being of thou-
sands of individuals with de-
velopmental disabilities.
Throughout the years, the
thousand caring, dedicated
staff was an integral part of
the surrounding community
and county in which we live.

To belittle the wonderful
work and innumerable ser-
vices by referring to “shoddy
care and oversight and a star-
tling lack of disciplinary pro-
cedures” is nothing short of a
travesty. You should be
ashamed of your short-sighted
reporting.

The Journal did in-depth,
one-sided reporting concern-
ing many of these issues. I
don’t understand why the ad-
ministration gave a silent re-
sponse. I’m not denying that
there were wrongs, but many
issues could have been ex-
plained more clearly and ac-
tions could have been de-
fended. This editorial is a con-
sequence of a silent response.

Our final days at “the Hill’
were met with staff physically
overburdened with overtime
and overwhelmed with the
massive undertaking of pack-
ing and moving. While the
holidays represent family
time, we were saying goodbye
to our family. Though this
closing was in the works for
more than a decade, the Jour-
nal articles seemed to put a

timeline to the event and put
unnecessary burdens and dis-
tress on the individuals we
serve, the private agencies
who will serve them and those
of us left to wonder if it will be
all right.

Dawn Christenson
Poughkeepsie

Other presidents’ lies
cost thousands of lives

John Quirk called President
Barack Obama’s health care
reforms, the “most traitorous
lie in our country’s history”

(“Obama’s health-reform lies
have hurt millions” Nov. 24).
What about President George
W. Bush when he lied about the
weapons of mass destruction?
That war killed 3,249 Amer-
ican troops, more than “Oba-
macare” ever will. Mr. Quirk
also mentions President Rich-
ard Nixon’s lie andWatergate.
Nixon lied to the United Na-
tions ambassador about sup-
porting a peace treaty to end
the VietnamWar in October
1968 because he feared the
treaty would cause him to lose
the presidential election to
Hubert Humphrey. Four years

later he lied about Watergate
and pushed a peace treaty
through to get re-elected. The
terms of the treaty were the
same as the 1968 terms. More
than 20,000 American troops
died in Vietnam in those four
years.

After Hitler started World
War II with the attack on Po-
land in 1939, President Frank-
lin D. Roosevelt told America,
“We will not get involved in
this war.” Yet all along, he had
a secret alliance with Winston
Churchill, so it was only a mat-
ter of time. This alliance, plus
the Lend-Lease Act, kept our

European allies from falling
under Nazi rule. Pearl Har-
bor’s attack bailed Roosevelt
out from this lie, but many
historians believe that Roose-
velt saved the world.

I haven’t even scratched the
surface of presidential lies.
But the lies I’ve mentioned
have killed thousands of Amer-
ican troops. How can having to
buy another health insurance
plan be compared to losing a
loved one in a war?

Fred Caserta
Fishkill

Parkingmeters will hurt
city’s main attractions

I cannot understand the
reasoning of putting parking
meters onMain Street. The
main reasons Poughkeepsie
draws people into our city are
the Bardavon and the very
good restaurants. The meters
and the ridiculous fees will
only hurt our city.

The Nelson House was torn
down and turned into a parking
lot and yet additional meters
are now onMarket Street.

The same thinking is the
proposal to increase the trash
pickup fee for those who do
pay, so as to cover the cost of
those refusing to pay. If this
happened, wouldn’t a lot more
people decide not to pay?

Sometimes we just have to
use common sense and cut our
spending.

Janet Shaker
Poughkeepsie

NOTE TO READERS
The columns that appeared in the
Sunday perspective section will now
be included on our opinion pages.
Additional analysis can be found in
the USA Today content in Section B.

Letters

During the winter
holiday season, many of
us take stock of what we
are grateful for: suppor-
tive family and friends, a
warm home, nourishing
food and a sense of secu-
rity that, right now, we
don’t have to worry about
how to stretch our lim-
ited resources to cover
the necessary costs of
housing, heat, health care
and food.

Gratitude takes many
forms. Every day, it
seems there is another
news story about grat-
itude in action. Volun-
teers cooking, serving,
entertaining at large free
community meals. Or-
ganizations inviting us to
skip a meal and donate
what we would have
spent. Children creating
canned good sculptures,
then donating the food.
Teenagers replenishing
thirteen food pantries in
communities along the
river.

But is it enough? Can
it ever be enough? As our
communities rally to
keep food pantries
stocked during these
chilly months, there is a
clear understanding that
the need is growing. Too
many of us live with an
acute sense of uncertain-
ty about where our next
meal is coming from.

In the book “Sweet
Charity?” by Janet Pop-
pendieck, there is a par-
able about a village be-
side a river. One day,
someone sees a baby
floating by and rushes in
to save it. She tells her
neighbors and they gath-
er everything the baby
needs. The next day
there are more babies
that they rescue. Soon

there are babies all the
time. The village orga-
nizes itself to respond to
rescuing babies as a
regular part of its life.
They can’t remember
back to a time when they
didn’t do this. One day,
someone suggests they
look upstream to figure
out why babies are in the
river to begin with. But
no one wants to divert
attention away from the
rescue effort.

We, too, are busier and
busier providing food
assistance and don’t of-
ten pause to consider the
upstream cause of the
problem.

One such cause of
hunger in our country is
the lag of Congress on
passing a fair farm bill —

legislation that funds the
Supplemental Nutrition
Assistance Program
(SNAP).

In the latest round of
negotiations, Congress
has agreed to approxi-
mately $5 billion in cuts
to SNAP in fiscal year
2014, plus an additional
$6 billion across the fol-
lowing two years. Com-
munity supported food
assistance programs are
already struggling to
keep up with the demand.

This year’s proposed
cut is equal to the annual
value of food distributed
by the nation’s charities.
New studies show that
such cuts and would
negatively impact over
300,000 New York house-
holds. We would be
heavily affected here,
too, in the City of Pough-
keepsie, where more
than one in four house-
holds experience food
insecurity and SNAP is a
critical lifeline. A cut of

any size could and should
be argued as unconscio-
nable.

What if we put as
much time and attention
into advocating for SNAP
and other public policies
that support people and
the economy as we do
into restocking our food
pantries?

We all feel our need to
eat, every day. Adequate
nourishment that is
healthy, affordable, and
culturally appropriate is
a very basic precondition
for allowing us partici-
pate fully in community
and economic life. We all
can play a role in cre-
ating a hunger free com-
munity.

Poughkeepsie Plenty
has done legwork toward
understanding why so
many of us are food in-
secure and what steps we
as a community can take
to change that. Through
data collection, storytell-
ing and community

learning forums, we seek
to connect the dots be-
tween vital local food
assistance programs and
the need for collective
action that looks to the
systemic causes of hun-
ger. At our next learning
forum on Feb. 6, we will
be using an exciting new
tool — the Food Equality
Newspaper (see
www.poughkeepsieplen-
ty.org) to facilitate story
sharing and action cir-
cles. We invite you to join
us in the new year!

Alistair Hall is the sus-
tainability assistant at
Vassar College, a volun-
teer with Poughkeepsie
Plenty and has previ-
ously worked full time as
an organizer on federal
farm bill policy in Michi-
gan.

Susan Grove is the coor-
dinator of the Pough-
keepsie Plenty Food Co-
alition.

Legislation, aid must be part of fight against hunger
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